
  

Letters from Maui School Students 
After Viewing 12 min DVD “TARO FIRST”  

(DVD Included) 



  

 

Our Mission Statement 
 

We are dedicated to preserving and protecting Hawaii's 
unique land and culture by recording its history, music,  

stories and ceremonies in a digital archive of  
original research and documentaries to share via  

a website and easy to access audio / visual media for  
the education and enjoyment of all. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

What I saw from that video was to preserve 

and learn the Hawaiian culture, always ask questions. 

I saw young children and adults learning how 

to pick taro and grow taro.  I saw many people 

singing and learning new things. 
 



  

  

 

In this video of "Taro First" I saw that we as people 

should not depend on just the things that come from 

the outside of Hawaii. we should work on our values so  

that we can later on in life use our values to live 

rather then other peoples help.  I saw that also USA 

has taken from us what we believe and tried to 

strip us of our moral values.  I saw that taro is 

also an important role of the Hawaiians and so is 

natural water flow. 



 

 
 

  

To me what this video means 

is to have pono and to keep the 

culture alive.  And to show respect 

to one an other.  And to take care 

of the Aina.  And I appreciate my 

culture more now because now 

I no wat the truth is and 

what my kupuna tell me is true. 

And I no now dat being a hawaiian 

is good 4 me cuz being hawaiian 

you learn values and respect for 

you Aina and your culture. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taro! 

What I saw in that video 

 that came to me was land,  

the aina – life in the taro. 

Love – Happiness + land! 

 Also it told me it doesn’t matter what culture you are 

main thing you malama the Aina + you take care of what 

you have recived! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  I was impressed how people are proud of them- 

selves, proud of  their culture.  I always thought that I  

have nothing to be proud of but I learned that  

I should be proud of who I am, proud of my  

'experience', and my culture.  Therefore, everyone is 

 special so we have to respect each other. 



 

 

 

 

  

Constructed Response 

   Three things I learned from the video "Taro First" was one: If we 

don't have kalo, we won't have haloa, and if you don't have haloa, 

you don't have anything.  The second thing I learned was that if 

"they" are depleting our natural resources, they are depleting our 

islands and eventually our culture.  The last thing I learned was how 

the ahupua'a was very special to the Hawaiian culture because it 

provided for them. 

 



  



 

  

If we take care of the land 

the land would take care of 

us.  and if we take care of  

the ocean the Ocean could 

take care of us.  If ther 

is no caloa ther is no  

kanaka. 
 



The video waz sup good it waz tellin 

u about how for take care of ur aina. 

It was must of been hard for the 

people back then.  People now and days 

gotta care for there aina and respect 

ur island before the thing go nutz. - 

U see opala pick um up  no just 

stare at um. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I saw students from Lahainaluna 

planting and harvesting taro.  They would 

clean it by pulling out the roots with 

stream water.  His grandchildren were singing. 

There's this man who was pounding the 

taro into a smooth taro.  the video showed 

value and respect for the land. 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

I learned that the land need more and 

more help every day.  I also learned that 

people are getting pushed around 

by other people that think they have higher 

athority can push us around.  We should 

not give up on the land because it needs 

ower help.  Taro is Good. 

Taro is land land is Love. 
 



 

  



 


